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THE MAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY 

FROM THE INGHAM PAPERS 

THIS story was written in the summer of 1863 , as a contribution, 
however humble, toward the formation of a just and true 
national sentiment, or sentiment of love to the nation. It was at the 
time when Mr. Vallandigham had been sent across the border. It 
was my wish, indeed, that the story might be printed before the 
autumn elections of that year, as my "testimony" regarding the prin- 
ciples involved in them; but circumstances delayed its publication 
till the December number of the "Atlantic Monthly" appeared. 

It is wholly a fiction, "founded on fact." The facts on which it 
is founded are these: that Aaron Burr sailed down the Mississippi 
River in 1805, again in 1806, and was tried for treason in 1807. The 
rest, with one exception to be noticed, is all fictitious. 

It was my intention that the story should have been published 
with no author's name other than that of Captain Frederic Ingham, 
U. S. N. Whether writing under his name or my own, I have taken 
no liberties with history other than such as every writer of fiction is 
privileged to take,— indeed, must take, if fiction is to be written 
at all. 

The story having been once published, it passed out of my 
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hands. From that moment it has gradually acquired different acces- 
sories for which I am not responsible. Thus I have heard it said that 
at one bureau of the Navy Department they say that Nolan was par- 
doned, in fact, and returned home to die. At another bureau, I am 
told, the answer to questions is that though it is true that an officer 
was kept abroad all his life, his name was not Nolan. The Hon. James 
Savage, who discredited all tradition, still recollected this "Nolan 
court-martial." One of the most accurate of my younger friends had 
noticed Nolan's death in the newspaper, but recollected "that it was 
in September, and not in August." A lady in Baltimore wrote me, in 
good faith, that Nolan had two widowed sisters residing in that 
neighborhood. A correspondent of the Philadelphia "Despatch" 
believed "the article untrue, as the United States corvette 'Levant' 
was lost at sea nearly three years since, between San Francisco and 
San Juan." I may remark that this uncertainty as to the place of her 
loss rather adds to the probability of her turning up after three years 
in Lat. 2° n S., Long. 131° W. A writer in the New Orleans "Pi- 
cayune," in a careful historical paper, explained at length that I had 
been mistaken all through; that Philip Nolan never went to sea, but 
to Texas; that there he was shot in battle, March 21, 1801; and by 
orders from Spain every fifth man of his party was to be shot, had 
they not died in prison. Fortunately, however, he left his papers and 
maps, which fell into the hands of a friend of the "Picayune's" cor- 
respondent. 
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With all these suggestions the reader need not occupy himself. 
I can only repeat that my Philip Nolan is pure fiction. I cannot send 
his scrap-book to my friend who asks for it, because I have it not to 
send. 

I remembered, when I was collecting material for my story, 
that in General Wilkinson's galimatias, which he calls his "Mem- 
oirs," is frequent reference to a business partner of his of the name 
of Nolan, who, in the very beginning of this century, was killed in 
Texas. Whenever Wilkinson found himself in rather a deeper bog 
than usual, he used to justify himself by saying that he could not 
explain such or such a charge because "the papers referring to it were 
lost when Mr. Nolan was imprisoned in Texas. ' ' Finding this mythi- 
cal character in the mythical legends of a mythical time, I took the 
liberty to give him a cousin, rather more mythical, whose adven- 
tures should be on the seas. I had the impression that Wilkinson's 
friend was named Stephen; and as such I spoke of him in the early 
editions of this story. But long after this was printed, I found that 
the New Orleans paper was right in saying that the Texan hero was 
named Philip Nolan. 

If I had forgotten him and his name, I can only say that Mr. 
Jefferson, who did not forget him, abandoned him and his when the 
Spanish Government murdered him and imprisoned his associates 
for life. I have done my best to repair my fault, and to recall to 
memory a brave man, by telling the story of his fate in a book called- 
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"Philip Nolan's Friends." To the historical statements in that book 
the reader is referred. That the Texan Philip Nolan played an im- 
portant, though forgotten part in our national history, the reader 
will understand when I say that the terror of the Spanish Govern- 
ment, excited by his adventures, governed all their policy regarding 
Texas and Louisiana also, till the last territory was no longer their 
own. If the State of Texas would take my advice, it would place a 
statue of the real Philip Nolan in the national capital. 

In a charming visit in the family of Mr. Miner, one of whose 
relatives married the real Philip Nolan, I had an opportunity to see 
a miniature portrait, still preserved, of that young adventurer. I also 
talked with an old negro who remembered him and his athletic 
prowess. To the kindness of Mr. Miner and another friend I owe 
some autograph letters of his; and I have seen in the remains of the 
Mexican archives many official reports, which show the terror he 
excited among the Spanish authorities. But he is not my Philip 
Nolan; he is only a godfather. 

If any reader considers the invention of a cousin too great a 
liberty to take in fiction, I venture to remind him that when the story 
was written it was "sixty years since, ' ' and that I should have the high- 
est authority in literature even for much greater liberties taken with 
annals so far removed from our time. 

A Boston paper, in noticing my story of "My Double," said it 
was highly improbable. I have always agreed with that critic. I con- 
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f ess I have the same opinion of this story of Philip Nolan. It passes on 
ships which had no existence, is vouched for by officers who never 
lived. Its hero is in two or three places at the same time, under a 
process wholly impossible under any conceivable administration of 
affairs. When my friend, Mr. W. H. Reed, sent me from City Point, 
in Virginia, the record of the death of Philip Nolan, a negro from 
Louisiana, who died in the cause of his country in service in a colored 
regiment, I felt that he had done something to atone for the imagined 
guilt of the imagined namesake of his unfortunate godfather. 

As this edition passes through the press I receive a gratifying 
letter which tells me that the Spanish translation of the story proved 
of use in quickening national feeling in the trials of Peru. 

E. E. H. 

Matunuck, R. I., 

Aug. 21, i 




1 Nolan took the boofc and read to the others." 
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Notes on the Story 

Page 

i Corvette. A war vessel, usually with but one tier of guns, 
i Mac\inaw. A city on the Strait of Mackinac, which connects 

Lake Huron and Lake Michigan, 
i Stubble. The stumps of grain left in the ground after reaping, 

used here metaphorically. 

2 Fortnight. Two weeks. 

3 Esprit de corps. The spirit of sympathy, enthusiasm, or fellow 

feeling pervading a corps or group of persons. 

4 Non mi ricordo. "I do not remember." 

6 Unrequited. Unrewarded. 

7 Wee\ly Arguses. Argus, son of Zeus, had ioo eyes, of which 

some were always awake. This was a popular title for early 
American newspapers, carrying with it the idea that the 
newspapers so named were all-seeing. 
7 Canebra\e. A thicket of canes; especially in the southern part 
of the United States. 

7 Seduce. To lead astray; especially from the path of duty. 

8 Clarences. George, duke of Clarence, having joined Warwick 

to replace Henry VI on the throne, was put to death; and 
the choice of the mode of his death being offered to him, he 

77 
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was drowned in a butt of malmsey wine. In the story Hale 
cites him simply as a typical traitor. 
8 House of Yor{. An English royal house, founded by Richard, 
Duke of York, in the time of Henry VI. Edward IV, 
Edward V, and Richard III were the reigning members of 
the house. 

8 Puget's Sound. An arm of the Pacific Ocean in the north- 

western part of the state of Washington. 

9 Cavalierly. Haughtily; disdainfully; superciliously. 

io Texas. Texas was at that time foreign soil, a part of Mexico. 
It was not admitted to the Union until 1845. (See page 58.) 

11 Benedict Arnold. An American general in the Revolution 

who attempted to betray his country. 

12 Swagger. Conceited strut. 

13 The court is adjourned without day. The more usual form is 

sine die. It is used when the session is permanently ad- 
journed instead of being held over for a subsequent hearing. 
19 Jollification. A merrymaking. 

22 Hesoid. A Greek poet whose poetry was learned by heart by 

children and quoted by men for their moral guidance. 

23 Windfall. An unexpected legacy, or other gain. 

24 Border Chivalry. The border refers to the border between 
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Scotland and England. Chivalry, as used here, means the 
spirit, usages, or manners of knighthood. 
25 Canto. One of the divisions of a long poem. 

25 Raptures. Expressions of ecstasy, or passionate feeling. 

26 Pelf. Money; riches; gain — usually with the idea of its being 

ill-gotten, or worthless. 
26 Concentered. Coming to one point; having a common center. 
26 Braggadocio. Boasting; brag; pretension. 
28 Rendezvous. Place appointed for a meeting. 

30 "Perhaps ladies did not take up so much room as they do now!' 

Edward Everett Hale wrote this story in the summer of 
1863, when women wore hoop skirts. He refers here to the 
fact that in the first decades of the nineteenth century, the 
time in which the action of the story is supposed to occur, 
women's clothes, while voluminous, did not, as may be 
seen from the illustrations in this book, require as much 
space as the hoop skirts of Civil War days. 

3 1 Contretemps. Inopportune or embarrassing incident; an un- 

toward accident. 
3 2 "Not telling them why it had no name." The name of the dance, 
"The Old Thirteen," refers to the thirteen colonies and, 
consequently, could not, according to the story, be men- 
tioned in Nolan's presence, as it would be the equivalent 
of speaking of the United States. 
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33 Cotillion. A series of round dances, interspersed with fanciful 

evolutions. 
33 Vesuvius. A volcano near Naples, Italy. 
35 Junius. The pen name under which a series of sixty-nine re- 
markable political letters were published at intervals from 
January 21, 1769, to January 21, 1772, in the Public Adver- 
tiser, then the most popular newspaper of Great Britain. 
These letters attacked all the public characters of the day 
connected with the government and did not spare even 
royalty itself. Their authorship has been attributed to no 
less than fifty different persons, but it is now generally be- 
lieved that they were written by Sir Philip Frances, the 
British statesman and writer. 
35 Legion. A great number; a multitude. 
35 Iron Mas{. This is a reference to a celebrated character in 
French history in the seventeenth century — a man kept cap- 
tive for many years with every precaution to preserve the 
secret of his identity. One of the precautions was a mask of 
iron covering his face. Many theories have been advanced 
as to the identity of the mysterious prisoner, the most gen- 
erally known being the one set forth by Alexandre Dumas 
in his novel, claiming that the man in the iron mask was a 
twin brother of King Louis XIV so closely resembling the 
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king that there would be a strong possibility of civil war 

should the likeness be discovered. 
3 8 The old man. Military and naval slang meaning the command- 
ing officer. 
39 Nu{ahiva Islands. A group of islands in the Pacific Ocean. 
39 Embrasures. Openings with sides flaring outward in a wall or 

parapet through which cannon are fired. 
39 Ravelin. A type of fortification. See the unabridged dictionary 

for diagram. 
3 9 Stockade. A line of stout posts or timbers set firmly in the earth 

in contact with each other (usually with loopholes) to form 

a barrier or defensive fortification. 

41 Methodical. Characterized by method or orderliness; system- 

atic. 

42 Pathetic. Affecting or moving the tender emotions, especially 

grief or pity. 

43 Linnaeus. A Swedish naturalist. 

43 Lepidoptera. The order of insects which consists of the butter- 
flies and moths. 

45 Middle Passage. That part of the Atlantic Ocean between 
Africa and the West Indies — much referred to in connec- 
tion with the slave trade. 

45 Lay. Not of or from a particular profession. Therefore a lay 
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chaplain is one, although not a clergyman, who performs 
some or all of the duties of the chaplain. 

45 Deuteronomy. The fifth book of the Pentateuch, which con- 
tains a repetition of the law of Moses. 

47 Patois. A dialect (other than the standard or literary dialect) ; 
hence, somewhat illiterate, undeveloped, or provincial 
speech. 

47 Hogshead. Large cask or barrel. 

47 Choctaw. An Indian tribe of Muskhogean stock, of Alabama. 

The reference here is to the language spoken by these 
Indians. 

48 Kroomen. Those of a native Liberian tribe of negroes noted 

for skill as boatmen. 
4 8 Fernando Po. A Spanish island off the coast of Kamerun, West 
Africa. 

49 Spontaneous. Proceeding from natural feeling, temperament, 

or disposition without constraint. 

50 Deus ex machina. Literally, a god from a machine; hence, any 

person or thing artificially or extemporaneously introduced, 
as in a story, to solve abruptly a difficulty insolvable by ordi- 
nary means; in allusion to the practice in classical tragedies 
of bringing on a god by stage machinery to solve super- 
human difficulties. 
50 Voluble. Of ready or rapid speech. 
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50 Piccaninnies. Children of any of the various native races of 

Africa. 

5 1 Barracoon. An enclosure or barrack for temporary confine- 

ment of slaves. 
5 1 Fervent. Hot; glowing; burning. 

56 Ben trovato. This refers to the Italian saying, "Se non e vero, 

e ben trovato," meaning, "If it isn't true, it is well found." 

57 Iniquity. Gross injustice; wickedness; sin; crime. 
57 Braxton Bragg. American Confederate general. 

57 Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard. American Confederate 

general. 
57 Matthew Fontaine Maury. American hydrographer. 

57 James Barron. American commodore. 

58 Boulogne. A town in France. 

58 Leicester Square. A square in the City of London. 

58 Execrate. Curse. 

59 La Plata. One of the great rivers of South America. 

6 1 Tamaulipas. A state in northeastern Mexico. 

62 Convulsion. Any violent and irregular motion or agitation. 
66 Triced. Hauled up and secured, as a sail. 

68 Sovereignty. The supreme political power, authority, or status 
of the person or persons in a state, which the citizens as a 
body habitually obey. 

68 Expiated. Atoned for. 
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73 Grandeur. Magnificence; dignity; majesty. 

75 Collect. Any of certain short, comprehensive prayers, as in the 

Mass or Communion service. 
75 Order of the Cincinnati. A hereditary order founded in 1783 

by officers of the war of the American Revolution. The 

membership includes (usually) only the oldest male lineal 

descendants of the original members. 



